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 W91-1034.  Michigan, Holland.  Hope Church. 
 Records, 1860-[ongoing].  27.50 linear ft. 




 Organized in 1854, records of Hope Church include 
minutes and financial records of the consistory and other 
church organizations, bulletins, directories, anniversary booklets, women’s organizations, 
membership records, and photographs. 
 
Accession No.: W91-1034 
Provenance:  Hope Church 
Donor:   Hope Church 
Photographs:        2,359 Printed Images, 1,239 Negatives (in Boxes 56-62) 
   5,390 Digital Images (on CD in Boxes 40 & 55)  
Processed by:  Leon Witteveen, August 1993 
   Geoffrey D. Reynolds, April 1997 
David Andrews, September 2000 
   Elaine Bruins, 2013 




 In 1847 a group of Dutch immigrants under the leadership of Rev. Albertus C. Van 
Raalte established a colony that would become known as Holland, Michigan. Rev. Van Raalte 
realized how important the ability to communicate in English would be for the colonists. During 
the winter of 1847-48 the first schoolmaster, Ira Hoyt, began teaching English to some children 
and adults. Van Raalte and others saw the need for not only English teaching but also English 
preaching. Minutes of a meeting of the Classis of Holland in April, 1854, noted the “increasing 
number of the American population of the village of Holland” the influence of those people on 
the young people of the colony, and the need for a gradual transition from Dutch to English 
church services. During the next few years some English services were held led by Reverends 
John Van Vleck, Fred Beidler, Giles Vande Wall, and Philip Phelps. 
 On March 2, 1860, a group met to plan a second Reformed church in Holland. They 
appointed Phelps, Vande Wall and Henry D. Post as a committee to obtain subscriptions for a 
church building, and Van Raalte promised to donate four lots for the location of the church 
building. On July 20, 1862the Second Reformed Protestant Dutch Church was organized at 
services held in the First Church building. The new church quickly became known as Hope 
Church. Perhaps the first reference to it as Hope Church occurs under the topic “Organization” 
written by Philip Phelps in the Consistorial Minutes. It was the first English-speaking Reformed 
Church in Holland.  
 The first church building, a wooden structure, was erected on the present site, 77 West 
11th Street, in 1864.  This building was destroyed in the fire of 1871.  A new brick building was 
dedicated in 1874. The present sanctuary was constructed in the Flemish style between1900-
1901 and dedicated in 1902.  An educational wing was added in 1962. Most of the 1874 building 
  







was demolished in 1981 for construction of a new parish life center. Modifications to the parish 
life center were completed in 1995 and 2017. The bell tower of the 1874 building has been 
retained. 
 Hope Church was the church of many persons who helped shape the Holland community 
and were professors and leaders at Hope College. The church continues to thrive today as an 
ecumenical Reformed Church in America congregation. It has long been known for its concern 
for societal needs and for social action, and has been a leader in welcoming all persons into its 
membership and leadership without regard for gender, sexual orientation, race or ethnic heritage.  
 
Scope and Content 
 
 The collection includes consistory minutes from 1897 to 2013 and minutes and financial 
records of other organizations of the church.  The Publications series includes bulletins, 
directories, booklets, and copies of the Hope Church News.  The Topical File contains materials 
relating to property and building projects, membership records, and the financial records of the 
church.  The Photograph series includes images of individuals, groups, and building projects in 
progress. Box 68 is RESTRICTED. Access to this box is restricted to those who have provided 
Hope Church officers with a written request for access which delineates their research purpose or 
intent and who in return have received written permission from Hope Church signed by two of 









  Annual Consistorial Reports, 1988-1994 
  Correspondence from Consistory and Consistory Resolutions, 1936-1946 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 
  













 Consistory (cont.)  
  Minutes, Sept. 1949-1953 (4 volumes) 





 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 





 Consistory (cont.) 














 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 
  Minutes, 1984-1986 (3 volumes) 






 Consistory (cont.) 
  Minutes, 1987-1990 (4 volumes) 
 
Box 15 
   
ORGANIZATIONS (cont.) 
 
 Consistory (cont.) 














 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 






 Consistory (cont.) 
  Minutes, 2011-2013 
  Minutes of Elders Meetings, 1862-1883 (1 volume) 
  Minutes, Microfilms of Minutes & Other Church Records 
   Roll 1, Membership 1862-on, Financial 1871-1873, Woman’s Aid Society  
    1873-1926, Elder Minutes 1862-1883, Record of Pastors, Elders 
    and Deacons 1862-1916, Membership, Baptismal, Marriage, Death  
    Records 1910 on, Newspaper Accounts Dedication of Building,  
    May16, 1874, Cornerstone Laid, Nov. 2, 1900 







 Consistory (cont.) 
  Reports for Congregational Meetings, 1948-1953, 1955, 1957-1959, 1973, 1980- 
   1985, 1987-2019 (5 folders)  
  Minutes and Records, 1987-2007 (4 folders) 





 Christian Education, 
  Attendance & Budget Records, 1949-1956 
  By-Laws, Purpose & Organization, 1948, 1961  
  







  Certificates (in Box 56) 
   Cradle Roll Promotion Certificate, 1925 
   Sunday School Primary Department Promotion Certificate, 1928 
  Information Sheet for Applicants for Director, ca. 1958  
  Inquirers Class, 1983 
  “A Minister Looks at Christian Education”, probably by Rev. William C. 
   Hillegonds, ca. 1960 
  Minutes of Board of Christian Education, 1949-1963 
  Minutes & Report of Christian Education Survey Committee, 1948 
  Pre-Kindergarten & Mothers of Young Children, 1983 
  Teacher’s Contract, 1960 
  Two Worship Services, Suggestions for Sunday Morning Schedule , ca. 1950’s 
  Working Papers for the Study of the Christian Education Program at Hope  
   Church, 1958-1959, & n.d. 
  Youth Trips, 1983 
 Endowment Fund, 
  Advisor Selection, 
   Cap Trust, 2008-2009 
   T. Rowe Price, 2003-2006 






 Endowment Fund (cont.), 
  Bequests & Gifts 
   Blom, Buena, 1993 
   Boone, Harold W., 1985-2001 
   Bort, Adrian, 1993-1994 
   De Weese, Frank & Helen, 1990-1991 
   Douwstra, Gertrude, 2002-2003 
   Haworth, G. W., 2006 
   Health & Pastoral Care Fund, 2008-2009 
   Hopkins, Johanna, 2008 
   Marsilje, June M., 1989-1991, 2000, 2003 
   Miscellaneous Gifts, 1994, 2007-2009 
   Mulder, Jeanette B., 1986 
   Scholarship Fund, 1989-1992, 1996 
   Schouten, Elizabeth, 1999-2001 
   Vander Velde, Margaret, 1987 
   Van Eenenaam, Evelyn, 1993 
   Van Schaack, Eva, 1985 
   Wilson, Matthew, 1966-2003 
  







   Winchester, Paul, 2010 
   Yntema, Dwight & Cynthia, 1995-1996 
  Brochures, 1988-2008 
  By Laws, 1987-1989 
  Campaign Plan Proposal, 1998, 2001, 2005-2006 






 Endowment Fund (cont.), 
  Facility Maintenance and Replacement Fund Proposal, 2000 
  Hope Church Special Gifts Fund, 1991 
  Investment Fund Policy Committee, 2000-2001 
  Investment Fund Policy Statement Document, 2001, 2003, 2006 
  Investment Policy, 2003, 2012 
  Minutes of the Endowment Board of Directors, 1985-2015 (3 folders) 
  Mission Statement, 2006 
  Nonprofit Corp. Annual Report Federal (IRS Form 990) 2006, 2008 
  Nonprofit Corp. Annual Report Michigan, 1990-1995, 2002-2003, 2005-2007,  
   2011-2013, 2015 
  Payout Calculation Records, 1997-2008 
  Spending Policy, 2001 
  Tax Exempt Status of Endowment Corporation, 1989 






 Endowment Fund, (cont.)  
  Year End Statements, 1989-2010 (5 folders) 
 Inter-Parish Council,  
  Correspondence, Minutes and Notes, 1983-1994 (3 folders) 






 Men’s Club, 1959-1968  
 Mr. & Mrs. Club (see also Brim Bunch) 
  Correspondence 1955-1961 
  







  Financial Records, 1956-1963 
  Programs, 1956-1963, n.d. 
 Women 
  Annual Report of Hope Church Woman’s Organizations, 1959 
  Guild for Christian Service 
   By-Laws, 1959 
   Handbook for Women’s Organizations, 1960, 1962, 1972 
   Minutes, 1959-1975 (2 folders) 
Programs of Installation (also for Reformed Church Women), n.d., 1971-
2000  
   Scrap Book of Guild for Christian Service, 1959-1976 (original scrap  
    book and photocopy) (Oversized, in Box 63) 
   Yearbooks, 1965-1975 
  Hope Church Readers, 1993-2013 
  Hope Church Women 
   By-Laws, 1975 
   “A Centennial Celebration,” Dr. Bernadine DeValois, April 6, 1975 







  Hope Church Women (cont.) 
   Cookbook, 1991 
   Financial, 2001-2006 
   Minutes, 1980-1993, 2001-2006 (4 folders) 
   Minutes, Board, 1975-2001 (6 folders) 
   Monthly Devotions, 1977 
   Programs, 1988 








 Women (cont.) 
  Hope Church Women (cont.) 
   Study Guides, 1973-1979 
   Yearbooks, 1975-2014 (3 folders) 
  Holland Area Councils of Church Women Minutes, 1955-1960 
  







  Mission Circle Minutes, 1887-1898  
  Ladies’ Aid Society 
   Annual Reports, n.d., 1927-1934 
   Constitution, 1883 






 Women (cont.) 
  Ladies’ Aid Society (cont.) 
Cook Books (cookbooks) 1912, 1926, 1935, 1942 (4 folders) 
   Correspondence, n.d., 1904-05, 1919, 1928-1929 
   Membership, 1934-1944 (notebook) 






 Women (cont.) 
  Women’s Aid Society,  
   Ledgers, Financial Records, 1922-1959, (5 bound volumes) 






 Women (cont.) 
  Women’s Aid Society (cont.), 
   Minutes (cont.) 1935-1959 (2 volumes) 
   Miscellaneous, n.d., 1958, 1977 
  Women’s Board of Domestic Missions, RCA, Correspondence, 1933, 1938, 1954 
  Women’s Club 
   Minutes, 1953-1959 
   Yearbooks, 1951-1959 
  Women’s Missionary Society 
   Annual Reports, 1912-1916 














 Women (cont.) 
  Women’s Missionary Society (cont.) 
   Hymnal, 1892 (booklet) 






 Women (cont.) 
  Women’s Missionary Society (cont.) 
   Minutes (cont.), 1943-1959 (3 volumes) 
   Programs, 1917-1944, 1955 
   Scrapbook, 1958, 1959 (Oversized, in Box 63)  
 
PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS 
 
 Advent Devotionals by Hope Church Members & Advent Pamphlets, 1981, 2006, 2008- 
  2018, Advent Play Program, 1992 
 Anniversaries, (5 folders)  
  80th, 1942 (Includes Historical Sketch & Anniversary Program) 
  100th, 1962 (Includes Historical Booklet with Dedication Programs and  
   Roster) 
  120th, 1982 (Includes Historical Booklet & Dedicatory Program for new Parish  
   Life Center) 
  125th, 1987 (Includes Historical Chronology Booklet Hope Church Highlights,  
   Worship & Dinner Programs, Play Script, Clippings)  
  150th, 2012 (Includes Sermon by Rev. Carol J. Cook, Worship & Dinner  
   Programs, Play Script, Anniversary Edition of Branches of the Vine) 
    
Box 32 
  
PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Branches of the Vine:  Life Stories of the Members of Hope Church, By Trudy Vander 
  Haar, Vol. I-XIV, 2004-2013 
 Building Renovation Funding Campaigns, (see also Dedications; Topical File, Building 
   Projects) 
  1960-1962, Fund for Progress (for Education Wing) 
   Brochure, 1960 
   Scrap Book, 1960 (oversized, in Box 64) 
  1981, Our Time for Rededication Campaign (for Parish Life Center) 
  







  1994, Renewing Hope Building Campaign  
  2000, Assuring Our Future Campaign 
  2002, Sanctuary Restoration Campaign 
  2015-2018, A Living Hope Capital Campaign  
 Bulletins 
  Children’s Day, 1941, 1943-1944, 1946-1947, 1950 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Early Worship, (cont.) 
   1986-1995 (5 folders) 
  Traditional Worship 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 
   1930-1931, 1936(1 example) (2 folders) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 
   1957-1959 (1 bound volume) 
   1961, 1965, 1967-1968, 1973 (1 folder, a few examples) 
   1977-1982 (6 folders) 
  










PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Bulletins (cont.) 
  Traditional Worship (cont.) 
   July, 2000-December, 2000 (1 folder) 
 Church Year Preview Pamphlets, 2005-2018 
 Come Live in the Light! Children’s Drawings from Hope Church Early Worship,  
  ca. 1996-1997  
 Congregational Care & Health Ministry, (pamphlet) ca. 2010 
 Cook Books, see organizations, women (boxes 26 & 27) 
 Dedications (see also Building Renovation Funding Campaigns; Topical File, Building 
   Projects) 
  1874 Church Building as reported in the May 16, 1874 edition of the Holland City  
   News, (oversized, copy of entire edition, in oversized drawer) 
  1902 New Auditorium 
  1962 Educational Wing (see Anniversaries above) 
  1965 Reuter Organ Dedication & Recital 
  







  1982 Bell Tower Rededication and Gift Rooster Weathervane 
  1982 Parish Life Center (Includes Historical Booklet) 
  1995 New Kitchen & Parish Life Center Improvements 
  2002 Roof Truss & Foundation Repair 
  2017 A Living Hope Facilities Revitalization 
 Discerning our Future, (Reports), 2012, 2015 
 Honorary Dinners, 
  For Rev. Dr. Marion and Edith de Velder, 1993 
  For Rev. Marlin and Judy Vander Wilt, 1982 
 Hope Church, (Introduction & Profile of the church), March, 1998 
 Hope Church: The First 150 Years, By Judy Parr, 2012,  
  Digital CDs, (3 CDs) (Digitized)  
   Files as of Aug. 16, 2012, Research Notes, Cover, 2012 
   Photos for the Book, 2012 (325 digital images) 
   Text, 2012 
  Paper Research Notes and Materials, 2010-2012 (2 folders) 
 
Box 41  
 
PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church: The First 150 Years, By Judy Parr, 2012, (cont.) 
  Paper Research Notes and Materials, 2010-2012 (cont.) (7 folders) (includes  
   stories by Judge Cornelius Vander Meulen, n.d.) 
 Hope Church Member & Pastor Publications & Presentations, (see also Hopeful  
  Harbingers) 
  Autobiography of John James De Valois Agricultural Missionary, Church of  
   South India, ca. 1986 
  “Baptism: The Foundation of Christian Education”, By Marchiene Rienstra, in 
   The Church Herald, March 6, 1987 
  By Word and Spirit: Scriptural Foundations of the Belhar Confession,  
   (Devotional with contributions from Hope Church member Carol Bechtel,  
   made available to Hope Church Members), 2011 
  Heaven Came Down, By Thomas Boogaart, 1998 
  Is It I?, By Isla Van Eenenaam, n.d. (lay sermon)  
  Journeying Together, A Study on the Psalms, By Mary Van Andel & Nancy 
   Van Wyk Phillips, 1978 
  A Missionary Doctor Comes to Class, By Dr. Bernadine De Valois,  
   1972 (manuscript of a talk) 
  Poems from Worship Bulletins, 2018 
  “A Survey of the 1986 Bible Study Book Encourage Love by Charlotte Heinen”,  
   (presentation handout by Isla Van Eenenaam), 1986 
  “A Task Force Ministry”, By James I. Cook in The Church Herald, May 15, 1970  
   (The Christian Action Program at Hope Church) 
  







  Within and Beyond, Poems by Gordon S. Wiersma, 2007 
  The Worship Center, By Eve Leenhouts Pelgrim, ca. 1950 
   
Box 42 
 
PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News,  
  1951-1959 (3 bound volumes) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News, (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News, (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News, (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News, (cont.) 




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church News, (cont.) 
  











PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Hope Church Note Cards, n.d. 
 Hope Church Teachers 1997-1998 (pamphlet) 
 Hope Hi-Lites, 1942-1945 (newsletter for members in military service) 
 Hopeful Harbingers, 1995, 1996, 2003 (poetry by Hope Church Members) 
 Installations (see also Topical, Pastors) 
  Rev. Davelaar, Kathryn, 1998  
  Rev. De Velder, Marian, 1939 
  Rev. Hillegonds, William, 1960 
  Rev. Peterman, Glen, 1966 
  Rev. Rienstra, Marchiene, 1984 
  Rev. TeBeest, Dennis, 1985  
  Rev. Vander Wilt, Marlin, 1971 
  Rev. Walchenbach, John, 1964 
  Rev. Wiersma, Gordon, 1999 
 Journey Inward-Journey Outward, (Introduction to the Life and Mission of Hope  
  Church) ca. 1974 
 Kids Hope Program at Hope Church (pamphlet), ca. 2014 
 Lent Devotionals by Hope Church Members & Lent Pamphlets, 1993, 1996, 1999, 2012, 
  2016-2017, n.d. 
 Membership Directories 
  Non-Pictorial, 
   1902 
    1917-1929 
   “The Roster,” 1945  
   1970, 1982-2005, 2018 (8 folders)  
  Pictorial,  




PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS (cont.) 
 
 Membership Directories (cont.) 
  Pictorial (cont.), 
   1989, 1994, 1999, 2004, 2009 (5 folders) 
   Youth @ Hope.Church, 1998 
 Memorial Garden, n.d. (pamphlet)(digital copy available) 
 Natural Church Development, 2005 
  








  Carroll, Elizabeth Grace (Beth), 2016 
  Mulder, Michael Lee, 1998 
  Rienstra, Ron, 1993 
  Van Es, Jr., Rowland. 1999 
 Parish Fellowship a Program for Hope Church, 1952 
 Pastoral Care Ministry Anchor Line (pamphlet), n.d. 
 Salt and Light, 2019-[ongoing] 
 “Sermon on the Death of John F. Kennedy” by Arthur J. Jentz, Jr. Given at Hope  
  Reformed Church”, 1963 (pamphlet) 




 Abstracts, Deeds & Mortgages,  
  Abstracts 1860-1969 
  Deeds, 1867, 1953, 1956, 1961 (4 folders) 
  Mortgages, 1867-1922, 1947-1953, 1962-1969 (3 folders) 
  Other Real Estate Transactions, 
   Purchase of Grigsby Property, 1990-1992 
   Sale of Parsonage, 1973 
 Analysis of the Hope Church Program, 1956 
 Appreciation Certificate for Outstanding Financial Support from Western Seminary,  
  1982-1983 
 Articles of Association, (Incorporation), 1867, 1938-1939, 2016 
 Auction Notice (Lost Consistory Record Ledger), 1995 
 Baptisms, 
  1935-1942 (1 folder) 




TOPICAL FILE (cont.) 
 
 Budget & Stewardship, (see also: Organizations, Consistory, Reports) 
  Correspondence, 1960, 1983, 1994-1997, 2003, 2005-2012, 2014, 2016-2018 
  Electronic Funds Transfer, n.d. 
 Building, (see also Publications & Events section, Building Renovation Funding  
   Campaigns, Dedications) 
  Appraisals, 1949, 1953, 1982 (partial)  
  Architectural Drawings, (Oversized, in Box 65) 
   1960 Preliminary Drawings of Proposed Education Addition 
   1981 Addition, Proposed Kitchen Plan 
   1993-1994 Renovation, 
  







    East Elevation Plan 
    Kitchen Plan 
    Overall Plan 
    Site Plan 
   2001 Sanctuary Roof Trusses Strengthening, 
    Connections 
    Diagonal Truss Elevation 
    Perimeter Truss Elevation 
    Sanctuary Roof Framing Plan 
   2016 Living Hope Facilities Revitalization 
    Chapel Interior Elevation 
    Gathering and Welcome Area Elevation 
    South East Side Daytime Elevation 
    South East Side Nighttime Elevation 
  Bell, 1877, 1995 
  Building Projects,  
   Cornerstone Laying for New Sanctuary, 1900  
   Education Wing, 1956-1962 
   Living Hope Facilities Revitalization, 2011-2017 
   Parish Life Center, 1979-1980 
   Renewing Hope Project (new kitchen & gathering area), 1991-1995 
   Sanctuary Renovation, 1982 
   Steeple Restoration & Sanctuary Repairs, 2018 
  Building Usage Guidelines, n.d., 1969, ca. 1982 
  Holland Day Care Center Lease of Education Building & Playground Project,  
   n.d., Proposal for a Day Care Center, ca.1960’s 
  Last Supper Woodcarving by Alois Lang, 1947 (paper “Creating and 
   Preserving Ecclesiastical Art and the Lord’s Supper by Alois Lang” by  
   Sheryl De Jonge, ca. 2000) (paper includes 10 photocopy images of Last  
   Supper Carving)(2 images of the carving as installed in another church) 
  Stained Glass Windows, 1902, 1923-1924, ca. 1960’s, 1982 
 Bylaws, 2017-2018 
 Computer Committee, 1983 
 Correspondence,  
  Benevolence, n.d., 1941-1945 
  Church Events, 1970 
  Pastoral Transition, 2007-2008 
  Schrenep, Ruth, Re: First Church in Albany, N.Y., 1978 (includes historical 
   booklet  & photograph, 1 image) 
  Season of Reconciliation, 2011 
  Two Services & Program for 1960-1961 
 Early Worship, 1983 
 Emblem of the Reformed Church in America, 
  Framed Description of Emblem, n.d. (Oversized, shelved) 
  







  Framed Needlepoint Rendering of the Emblem, signed JKW, 1987(Oversized, 
shelved) 
 Family Bibles of the Slagh, Tiesenga, Wyman Family 1828, 1881(in Dutch), 1935, 1985  
  & Dutch Psalm Book ca. 1886  (Oversized in Box 66 & Box 67) 
 Financial Records, 
  Financial Record Book, 1871-1873  
  General Fund Ledgers, 1927-1952 (22 volumes) (oversized-shelved) 
  Hope College Building Fund, 1940-1941 




TOPICAL FILE (cont.) 
 
 Financial Records, (cont.) 
  Pledge Cards, 1935 
  Treasurer’s Reports, 1931, 1934-1946, 1969-1970, 1973-1976, 1978-1979 
   (5 folders) 
 General Synod, 2017 
 Guest Book, 1969-1982 
 History,  
  Church Seal, Pencil Drawing of Proposed Design, n.d. (possibly1867) 
  Diagram of Hope Church Pew Rental Assignments, n.d. (prior to 1900) 
  1867 Mortgage, Paper by Judy Parr, 2018 
  Historical Clippings, n.d., 1874-2003 
  Historical Marker & Listing on State Register of Historic Sites, 1989, 1991 
  Historical Sketch, in the Handwriting of Philip Phelps, Jr., transcribed from the  
   Hope Church Minute Book, 1861-1896 by Carol Myers, 1999  




TOPICAL FILE (cont.) 
 
 Homosexuality & Room for All, 1983, 1993-1995, 2010-2015, 2017 
 Hope Church Boy Scout Troop 11, 1966, ca. 1970 
 Housing, Affordable Housing Vision on Hope Church Property, 2019 
 Kentucky Mountain Work (Mr. & Mrs. Club), 1942  
 Membership Records,  
  Clippings about Members, 1973-2017 
  Correspondence about Membership and Miscellaneous Membership Documents,  
   Including Dismissals to Hope Church, 1896-1918, 1934-1945 (2 folders) 
  Deaths, 1925-1937 
  Dismissals from Hope Church, 1907-1917, 1925-1952, 1958-1979 (6 folders) 
  







  Membership Guidelines, 1984 
   
Box 53 
 
TOPICAL FILE (cont.) 
 
 Membership Records, (cont.) 
  Obituaries & Services, 1968-2018 (5 folders) 
  Record Book of Rev. Abel T. Stewart, 1862-1878 
  Record Book, Vol. I, 1862-1910 
  Record of Members, 1862-1915 (typed summery from records) 




TOPICAL FILE (cont.) 
 
 Mission Statement, n.d. 
 Music, (biographical) 
  Carder, Brian, 1981-1991, 1993 
  Edgington, Rhonda Sider, Organist, 2018 
  Veurink, Barbara Borr, Organist 1968-2004  
 Neighborhood Connection Program / Washington School Neighbors, 2011, n.d. 
 150th Anniversary Committee, 2010-2011 
 Parish Nurse Program, 2006 
 Pastors (biographical, clippings, correspondence) (see also Publications & Events,  
   Installations) 
  Carroll, Rev. Elizabeth G., 2014, 2016 
  Davelaar, Rev. Kathryn L. 1998-2007 
  De Velder, Rev. Marion, 1959, 1993, 1997, 2002, 2004  
  Fries, Rev. Paul, 1982 
  Hillegonds, Rev. William C. 1960-1965 
  Peterman, Rev. Glen O., 1972 
  Rienstra, Rev. Marchiene, 1984, 1986 
  Russell, Rev. Jill R., 2008 
  Staal, Rev. Ruth, 1991-1996 
  Te Beest, Rev. Dennis L., 1984 
  Vander Haar, Rev. Del, 1993 
  Vander Wilt, Rev. Marlin A. 1971-1983 
  Van Eck, Rev. Art & Diephouse, Rev. Evelyn, Interim Pastors, 1997 
  Wiersma, Rev. Gordon S. 1999, 2011, 2019 
 Reconciliation Ministry, Statement on Voting, 2018 
 Safe Deposit Box, 1978, 1981, 2017 
 Search Committee Minutes & Records, (RESTRICTED in Box 68) 
  







  1997-1999 (3 folders) 
  2007-2008 
 Self-Study, Advisory Task Force Membership Poll, 1997 
 Sexual Misconduct, 2018 
 State Reports, Non-Profit Corporations, 1937-1945 & Correspondence about, 1938-1939 






 CD & Other Computer Memory Media (Digitized)  
  Building, 2007 (photographs, 40 images) 
  Chancel Carving, Sanctuary Stained Glass Windows Photographs, 2007 
   (19 images) 
  Chiapas Mexico Mission Trip, (2 CDs) 
   2002 Photographs (319 images) (4 videos)  
   2003 Power Point Slide Show (72 images, 3 video stu & mpg files) 
  Church Pictorial Directory Photographs, 2004 (4 CDs)(2 folders) 
   CD1 Building Exterior & Interior, Choir, Christian Education, Worship,  
     Sept. 19, 2004 (89 images)   
   CD2 Chancel Choir & Tekna Theau Choir, Oct. 3, 2004 (53 images) 
   CD3 Church Activities,  
    1950’s Drive In, Sept. 26, 2004(35 images) 
    Worship, Pizza Lunch, Children in Church School, Children’s  
     Choir, Sept. 26, 2004 (46 images) 
    Youth Ice Skating Party, March 21, 2004 (49 images) 
    Youth Kickoff Beach Picnic, Sept. 19, 2004 (87 images) 
   CD4 Sunday Activities, Worship & Luncheon, Sept. 12, 2004 (71 images) 
  Health Ministry Photos, 2008, and Logo, 2009 (2 CD’s, 22 images) 
  High Hopes, 
   Old Bergen Trip, 2001(1,142 images, CD cover word document) 
   Staten Island Trip, Project Hospitality, 2003 (1,167 images) 
  Hope Church: The First 150 Years, By Judy Parr, 2012, 
   Digital CDs, (3 CDs) (in Box 40)  
    Files as of Aug. 16, 2012, Research Notes, Cover, 2012 
    Photos for the Book, 2012 (325 images) 
    Text, 2012 
  Hope Church Pictures 2010, Various Activities Photographed in 2009 (56 images) 
  Interior, Exterior & Memorial Garden, 2003 (2 CD’s, 81 images) 
  Kids Hope,  
   2010 (photographs, 66 images) 
   Party, 2011 (photographs, 82 images) 
  150th Anniversary Service, Kids Hope Party, Children in Worship, 2012 (188  
  







   images) 
  Presentation for Holland Area Historical Society, 2007(Power Point slide show,  
   20 images) 
  Sanctuary Restoration, 2002 (20 images) 
  Stained Glass Windows, 2007 (photographs, 17 images) 
  Water Missions International Trip, 2008 (7 CD’s, 1,294 images) (2 folders) 





  Cradle Roll Promotion Certificate, 1925 
  Sunday School Primary Department Promotion Certificate, 1928 
 Photographs 
  Building 
   Assuring Our Future Building Campaign, 
    Kickoff  Events, 2000 (28 images) 
    Work Areas, 2000 (17 images, 12 negatives)  
   Building Exterior, ca. 1880-2010 (38 images, including 2 contact sheets 
    1 negative) 
   Building Interior, 1882, 1901, 1973, 1979, n.d. (19 images, 
     including 3 contact sheets, 1 negative) 
   Chancel & Last Supper Wood Carving, ca. 1947, n.d. (16 images, 3  
    photocopy images) 
   Construction of New Parish Life Center, 1981& Repair of Steeple, 1983 
    (17 images) 
   Old Parish Hall prior to and during demolition, 1981 (34 images) 
   Renewing Hope Building Project, 1995 (8 images, 26 negatives) 
   Stained Glass Windows & Rose Window given by Bosch Family, ca. 1993 
    (13 images & 3 negatives) 
  Pastors 
   Bergen, Rev. John Talmadge, 1989-1892, 1900-1906 (1 image, 1  
    negative) 
   Birchby, Rev. Henry Gough, 1892-1899 (1 image) 
   Bruske, Rev. August F., 1911-1916 (1 image &1 image clipped from a  
    publication) 
   Cheff, Rev. Peter Paul, 1918-1924 (1 image) 
   Colenbrander, Rev. Harold, 1954 (1 image) 
   Davelaar, Rev. Kathryn with Rev. Arthur Van Eck, ca. 1998 (1 image) 
   Davidson, Rev. Thomas W., 1925-1937 (1 image & 1 image from a 
     publication) 
   deVelder, Rev. Marion, 1939-1959, 1981-1992 (7 images) 
   Fries, Rev. Paul 1978-1982 (2 images) 
   Fries, Rev. Paul & Rev. Marlin Vander Wilt, n.d (1 image) 
  







   Hillegonds, Rev. William C., 1960-1965 (2 images, 1 negative) 
   Jones, Rev. Thomas Walker, 1883-1888 (1 image) 
   Peterman, Rev. Glen O., 1966-1976 (4 images) 
   Phelps, Rev. Dr. Philip, 1862-1866 (1 image) 
   Rienstra, Rev. Marchiene, 1984- 1988 (2 images) 
   Rienstra, Rev. Marchiene & Rev. Dennis TeBeest. n.d. (1 image) 
   Staal, Rev. Ruth and Tim Staal, 1991-1996 (1 image) 
   Stewart, Rev. Abel T., 1866-1878 (1 image) 
   TeBeest, Rev. Dennis, 1985-1997 (3 images) 
   Vander Meulen,  Rev. John M., 1907-1909 (1 image &1 image clipped  
    from a publication) 
   Vander Wilt, Rev. Marlin, 1971-1983 (4 images) 
   Van Pelt, Rev. Daniel, 1874-1882 (2 images) 
   Walchenbach, Rev. John R., 1964-1966 (1 image) 
   
Box 57 
 
 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical 
   After Worship, ca.1969 (2 images) 
   Anchor Groups Gathering, ca. 1994 (65 images, 91 negatives) 
   Appreciation Dinner for Randall Bosch, 1959 (1 image) 
   Baptism, ca. 1970, ca. 1990 (3 images) 
   Brim Bunch Gatherings. 1985,1992, 1996-1997, n.d. (33images) 
   “Build It” Fundraiser for Habitat for Humanity, 1993 (33 images) 
   Caroling, ca. 1990’s (2 images) 
   Children,  
    Groups, ca. 1950’s (3 images & 1 newspaper image) 
    Miscellaneous, 1979, ca. 1990’s (30 images) 
   Church Picnics,  
    At the Beach, n.d., 2004, 2007 (26 images) 
    At a Farm, 1986 (7 images) 
    At Tunnel Park, 1994 (7 images) 
   Church School,  
    Leadership Training Class, 1959 (1 image) 
    Miscellaneous, 
     1922, 1940s -1960s (70 images) 
     1970’s-1990’s  (76 images) 
    Start-up Events, 
     1986 (20 images) 
     1987 (8 images) 
    Teachers & Recognition Event, ca.1950’s -1985 (6 images) 
    White Gift Offerings, 1949-1952, 1958 (9 images) 
    Witness to the Resurrection Play, 1953 (4 images) 
  







    Youth Class, 1985 (2 images) 




 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical (cont.) 
   Coffee Time with Church Members Living at the Warm Friend, ca. 2000’s  
    (8 images) 
   Congregational Meeting waiting for a Call Vote, ca. 2000 (10 images) 
   Consistory Members, ca. 1950, ca. 1970, ca. 1985 (18 images) 
   Cran Hill Ranch Visits, 
    1991 (7 images) 
    2012 (15 images) 
   Cruise on Lake Michigan on the Wynken, Blynken and Nod, 1994 (21  
    images, 21 negatives) 
   Day Care, n.d., 1969 (6 images) 
   Dinner for Eight Group, 1999 (11 images) 
   Early Worship, 1988 (4 images) 
   Gardens Project, 2001-2002 (41 images) 
   The Gathering,  
    1987 (34 images) 
    1988 (25 images) 
   Habitat Home Construction, 1993 (47 images, 51 negatives) 
   Historical Marker Service, 1991 (12 images) 
   Members, 
    Attending Gatherings (unspecified), n.d. (28 images) 
    Groups, (miscellaneous, formal & candid) 1943-1990’s (4 folders) 
      (100 images, 3 partial images & 1 photocopy image) 
   
Box 59 
 
 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical (cont.) 
   Members, (cont.) 
    Individuals & Families ca. 1940’s-1990’s (2 folders) (56 images) 
    New Member Photos, 1999-2002 (49 images, 166 negatives) (2  
     folders) 
   Kids Hope Events, 2010 (65 images) 
   Men’s Breakfast Group, ca. 1981(2 images) 
   Ministry Fair, ca. 2000’s (ways to be involved in church and community  
    service) (26 images) 
   Missionaries, c.a. 1947 -1970 (10 images) 
   Music, Choirs, Directors & Organists, 1939-1940, 1947, 1980, n.d. (29  
  







    images, 1 negative) (1 photo clipping from  Intelligencer-Leader,  
    1940) 
   Negatives (miscellaneous), n.d. (510 negatives) (2 folders) 
   125th Anniversary Celebration, 1987 (35 images) 




 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical (cont.) 
   Spritsema or East Church House & Unidentified House, ca. 1960 (6  
    images) 
   Staff, 1960’s – 1990’s (16 images) 
   Stewardship Celebration, 1993 (26 images, 28 negatives) 
   Study and Calling Group, ca. 1990’s (15 images) 
   Think Hope Auction, 2008 (25 images) 
   Tunnel Park Breakfast, 1993 (14 images) 
   Vacation Bible School, 1986 (26 images, 37 negatives) 
   Water Missions International Trip, 2008 (11 images) 
   Women, 
    Bridal Show, ca. 1990’s (11 images) 
    Christmas Tea,  
     1985 (15 images)     
     1994 (11 images) 
    Guild, Misc.,  
     ca. 1950’s to 1970 (6 images) 
     ca. 1990’s (5 images) 
    Spring Tea, May 19, 1993 (12 images) 
   Youth, 
    Appalachian Trail Trip, ca. 1995 (54 images, 16 negatives) 
    Canoe Trip, n.d. (16 images) 
    Christmas Party, 1994 (19 images) 
    Church of the Good News, Chicago Trips n.d. (41 images,  




 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical (cont.) 
   Youth (cont.) 
    Confirmation Class Photos, n.d. (23 images, 47 negatives) 
    Cran Hill Ranch Trips, ca. 1992-1993, 2000 (71 images) 
    Earth Day Activities, ca. early 1990’s (21 images) 
    Filling Gift Bags, ca. 2000’s (23 images) 
  







    Fish Club, ca. 1970’s-1980’s (11 images) 
    Habitat Home Construction and Repair in West Virginia & Other  
     Locations, ca. 1993 (2 folders)(65 images,25 negatives) 
    High Hopes Drive In Supper,  
     ca. 1995, (23 images, 26 negatives) 
     2007, (10 images) 
    Making Cookies, ca. 1990’s (10 images) 
    Making Greeting Cards, ca. 1990’s (20 images) 
    Making Pies, n.d. (22 images) 
    Miscellaneous Group Activities (at Hope Church), ca. 1990’s to  




 Photographs (cont.) 
  Topical (cont.) 
   Youth (cont.) 
    New York City Trips, 2006, 2007 (58 images) 
    Play, Noah’s Ark, ca. 1990’s (4 images) 
    Raking Leaves, ca.1990’s (5 images) 
    Retreat at Riverfront Cottage in fall, ca. 1995 (15 images, 
     19 negatives) 
    Rock Climbing, 1997 (30 images, 23 negatives) 
    Serving Meal at Unidentified Location, n.d. (6 images) 
    Swimming & Gymnastics Event, ca. 1995 (15 images,  
     59 negatives)  
    Trampoline Party, ca. 1990’s (17 images, 21 negatives) 
    Travel by Van, n.d. (9 images) 
    Unidentified,  
     Event, 1994 (4 images) 
     Speaker to Youth Group, n.d. (3 images) 
    Valentine Dinner for Congregation, 1995 (29 images) 
    Visiting a Second Hand Store, n.d. (6 images) 
    Washington, D.C. Trips,  
     July, 1993 (12 images, 22 negatives) 
     Mt. Tabor, Dec. 1993 (9 images) 
    White Caps Baseball Game, ca. 1990’s (6 images) 
    White Water Rafting & Kayaking, ca. 1993 (26 images)  
 
Box 63 OVERSIZED 
 
 ORGANIZATIONS 
  Women 
   Scrap Books, 
  







    Guild for Christian Service, 1959-1976 (original scrap book and  
     photocopy)  
    Women’s Missionary Society, 1958, 1959  
 
Box 64 OVERSIZED 
 
 PUBLICATIONS AND EVENTS 
  Building Renovation Funding Campaigns 
   Fund for Progress,  
    Scrap Book, 1960 
 
Box 65 OVERSIZED 
 
 TOPICAL 
  Building,  
   Architectural Drawings, 
    1960 Preliminary Drawings of Proposed Education Addition 
    1981 Addition, Proposed Kitchen Plan 
    1993-1994 Renovation, 
     East Elevation Plan 
     Kitchen Plan 
     Overall Plan 
     Site Plan 
    2001 Sanctuary Roof Trusses Strengthening, 
     Connections 
     Diagonal Truss Elevation 
     Perimeter Truss Elevation 
     Sanctuary Roof Framing Plan 
    2016 Living Hope Facilities Revitalization 
     Chapel Interior Elevation 
     Gathering and Welcome Area Elevation 
     South East Side Daytime Elevation 
     South East Side Nighttime Elevation 
 
 
Box 66 OVERSIZED 
 
 TOPICAL 
  Family Bibles of the Slagh, Tiesenga, Wyman Family,  
   Donation Letter from Scott Wyman to Hope Church, 2013 
   1828 Phinney Edition Published in Cooperstown, N.Y. 
   1881Bible in Dutch 
   ca. 1886 Dutch Psalm Book  
 
  







Box 67 OVERSIZED 
 
 TOPICAL (cont.) 
  Family Bibles of the Slagh, Tiesenga, Wyman Family, (cont.) 
   1935 James Moffatt Translation 
   1985 New International Version 
  
Box 68 RESTRICTED 
 
 ORGANIZATIONS 
  Brim Bunch, (see also Mr. and Mrs. Club) 
   History of Hope Church’s Mr. and Mrs. Club and Brim Bunch,   
   (presentation by Judy Parr) 2018 (electronic version also available)  
 PHOTOGRAPHS, MEDIA 
  Mr. and Mrs. Club, ca. 1950 (19 images) 
 TOPICAL 
  Search Committee Minutes & Records, 
   1997-1999 (3 folders) 




 Dedications, 1874 Church Building as reported in the May 16, 1874 edition of the 




 Emblem of the Reformed Church in America, 
  Framed Description of Emblem, n.d.  
  Framed Needlepoint Rendering of the Emblem, signed JKW, 1987 (shelved) 
 General Fund Ledgers, 1936-1952 (22 volumes) 
  
 
 
